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Executive Summary 

The Global Seminar is an international consortium of educational institutions in the United 

States, the Caribbean, Africa, Europe, Asia and Australia. It provides students and faculty with 

an interactive learning environment to promote critical reflection and experiential learning on 

environment and sustainability, primarily using a case study approach and a multidisciplinary 

curriculum. While much of the academic activities are by electronic means, the faculty and staff 

hold annual meetings in different parts of the world to plan program activities and present 

research findings, and for professional development.   

Professional development activities seek to enhance knowledge of multi-media instructional 

technologies, curriculum development, management of international virtual student 

workgroups, and application of case study teaching. 

The biannual meeting this year in Mexico was the 9th international Conference which follows 

previous locations in Sweden, Italy, Dominican Republic, Australia, Costa Rica and the US. The 

2007 annual conference was hosted by the Universidad Autonoma de Guadalajara in 

Guadalajara, Mexico from June 25 to June 29, 2007. The setting in Mexico provided a rich 

cultural experience which included side trips to small towns, villages and points of interest.  

Theme areas for the conference included case study development, enhancing student 

experiences, and development of critical thinking. Global Seminar partners shared experiences, 

explored avenues for strengthening our internal and external collaborations, and planned the 

curriculum for next year. Invited presentations provided a background for productive discussion 

of the future blended with reflections on the previous year.  The four-day program included 

review sessions, learning cluster discussions, small group workshops, large plenary sessions, 

and networking among partners. New case studies and ones under development were critiqued 

following presentations by the authors. This approach provided feedback for further 

refinement of cases.  

Pre-conference activities included planning meetings for funded projects with the Global 

Seminar. Funding from these projects provided support for program development beyond the 

traditional conference programs of the past.  

The conference proceedings illustrate much progress to enhance the Global Seminar program 

and the component parts. Plans for the next annual meeting are under development for 2009. 
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