
A Message from Ted Kummer 

Greetings from VCOM bridge 

services. It has been a pleasure 

to work with many of you in 

providing the bridge for your 

Cluster videoconferences. It has 

been a great opportunity to par-

ticipate in a worldwide network 

and to listen to the interesting 

dialogue about key issues re-

lated to sustainability. I look forward to 

seeing you over the video conference 

network in the Spring Semester.    

 -  Ted Kummer  
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A Message from the Program Director 

The purpose of the newsletter 

is to provide timely updates to 

services and to spotlight ac-

complishments of participating 

institutions and individuals in 

the network. We welcome your 

suggestions, recommendations 

and submission of materials 

including articles, scholarly 

activities and other related 

items.  

  -  Dean Sutphin, PhD  

 

Greetings and welcome to our 

Global Seminar family in this 

new year, as we proceed with 

continuation of the program 

for Colleges, Universities and 

High Schools and expansion of 

non -US institutions along with 

Medical Schools and pre -

health curricula in higher edu-

cation.  

This newsletter is an addition 

to our services with the Global 

Seminar, along with a new 

website which you will read 

about in an article dedicated 

to the topic. All cluster ar-

rangements are in place 

thanks to the hard work of 

cluster coordinators with co-

operation from our internal 

team. We would especially like 

to welcome Jessica Muller, 

who serves as coordinator and 

primary contact for your ques-

tions regarding logistical op-

erations. We would also like to 

recognize Ted Kummer and 

extend our deep appreciation 

for the bridge service that he 

provides so effectively.  

ships and experiences 

among medical schools and 

pre -health programs at col-

leges and universities across 

the Global Seminar network.  

  -  Dixie Tooke -Rawlins, DO  

 

The Global Seminar is spon-

sored through the outreach 

efforts of the Edward Via  

Virginia College of Osteopathic 

Medicine. Our purpose is to 

facilitate a global understand-

ing of Health and Environment 

and related topics. Our cluster 

involves medical schools  

directly and other colleges and 

universities as affiliates 

through the Global Seminar in 

advancement of outreach 

worldwide. As Dean of VCOM, 

I am pleased to add this com-

ponent to our outreach efforts. 

We are looking forward to 

long - term, continuing relation-

A Message from the Dean, Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine 

A Message from Jessica Muller 

I am pleased to be a part of the Global 

Seminar program, and happy to have the 

opportunity to serve each of you and help 

facilitate your valuable work worldwide. 

Having the opportunity to work with the 

Global Seminar has caused me to realize 

the great importance of your efforts to 

share wisdom and global perspec-

tives with your students. Thank 

you for allowing me to be a part 

of that work.   

 -  Jessica Muller  



Page 2 

Clusters and Membership 

for 2009 include:  

 

Cluster 1: Cornell University, 

EARTH University, University of 

Melbourne, Uppsala University, 

Zamorano University.  

 

Cluster 2: NC State University, 

Swedish University of Agricul-

tural Sciences, Makelle Univer-

sity, BOKU, University of Chile, 

NPUST. 

 

Cluster 3: Florida A&M Univer-

sity, Virginia State University, 

Elizabeth City State University, 

University of Puerto Rico May-

aguez.  
 

Cluster 4: Tompkins Cortland 

Community College, Delaware  

State University, University of 

Florence, Virginia Tech.  

Cluster 5: Virginia Tech, Nova 

Scotia Agriculture College, 

Iowa State, University of Baja, 

Marine Institute of the Memo-

rial University.  

 
The New Year has brought with it 

many new developments for the 

Global Seminar Program.  

Highlighted in this issue:  

Program Developments: 

including new case  

studies, new guest  

lecturers, new technology, 

and a new course for 2009.  

Recap for 2008:  

Highlighting your news, 

achievements, and notable 

Global Seminar Events.  

Technology Manual:  

Important reminders for the 

start of the new  

semester, including Black-

board, the Virtual Library in 

its new location, and the 

updated Global Seminar 

Website  

Annual Conference 2009: 

preliminary information, 

interest query and  

survey forthcoming.  

A New Year, A New Look 

Welcome: New Global Seminar Partners and Faculty 

The Global Seminar program would like 

to extend a warm welcome to its new 

institutional partners and faculty:  

With Cluster 2, Makelle University 

(Ethiopia), with program contact 

Girmay Tesfay; University of Chile 

with program contacts Alejandro 

Leon and Rodrigo Fuster; Texas A&M 

University, with program contact 

Tarla Peterson, and NPUST (Taiwan) 

with program contact Albert Charles.  

Eric Kaufman (Virginia Tech) and 

Don Hodges (University of Tennes-

see), new faculty members with 

Cluster 4.  

Gerry Luginbuhl, new faculty  

member with Cluster 2.  

Nancy Howe, Hudson Valley  

Community College, has renewed 

partnership for 2010.  

New Cluster Coordinator:  

Carol Morris, Cluster 4.  

Welcome to all new partners and all 

partners with new roles! The Global 

Seminar continues to grow into its 

10th year. Please send updates of new 

faculty and institutions to program 

staff.  

Cluster 6: BOKU, Florida 

A&M University, University 

of Georgia, University of 

Minnesota, University of 

Udine.  

Medical Schools Cluster: 

Virginia College of Osteo-

pathic Medicine, Universi-

dad Nacional Autonoma de 

Honduras, Universidad 

Evangelica de El Salvador, 

Instituto Tecnologico de 

Santo Domingo.  

 

High Schools Cluster:  

Chicago High School of 

Agriculture, Vernon Verona 

Sherril High School, 

Churchville -Chili CSD,  

Lomas Del Valle High 

School.  

Global Seminar Program staff 

would like to wish you a Happy 

New Year!  

About this Issue  

2007 Annual Conference Proceedings Available  

The Conference Proceedings book from the 

2007 Annual Global Seminar Conference has 

been completed. Thank you to all Global 

Seminar members who assisted with submit-

ting information and pictures to the Proceed-

ings Book. The Conference Proceedings book 

is available online for download.  

The PDF file is located on the Global Seminar 

website, www.globalseminar.org, under the 

section ñBiannual Conferenceò. Proceedings for 

2005 and 2004 are also available. The publica-

tion is suitable for printing and a limited  

number of printed copies are available upon 

request.  

This is Volume 1, Issue 1 of 

the Global Seminar Newslet-

ter. This publication is suit-

able for download and print-

ing.  

 

Volume 1, Issue 2 is sched-

uled for distribution in late 

Spring/early Summer. All 

Global Seminar members are 

invited to submit news and 

updates for inclusion in the 

next Global Seminar  

newsletter.  
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In July of 2008, VSU hosted Dr. 

Mohan Munasinghe, Director of 

the Munasinghe Institute for De-

velopment and co - Nobel Peace 

Prize Winner in 2007. Dr. Mun-

asingheôs work focuses on world-

wide sustainable development 

issues.  

 

Dr. Munasinghe has  

expressed interest in serving 

as a guest lecturer with the 

Global Seminar, and plans are 

under development to host Dr. 

Munasingheôs lecture through 

the Global Forum for Environ-

ment and Health.  

case study on Climate Change, 

and Cluster 1 has rewritten 

cases including the Genetically -

Modified Organism and Biodi-

versity case studies.  

Additional revisions/new cases 

are proposed for 2009, includ-

ing Population; Water Issues; 

Food Security; Health and  

Environment; and Charcoal 

Harvesting.  

Global Seminar program staff 

2008 was a productive year for 

writing and updating case stud-

ies. Florida A&M University 

sponsored two case study writ-

ing workshops in Tallahassee, 

FL and Punta Cana, Dominican 

Republic, to finalize three new 

case studies on Antibiotics in 

Agriculture, Nutrition and  

Obesity, and Salmonella in 

Orange Juice.  

Dr. Dennis Miller at Cornell 

University has drafted a new 

are developing improved  

program software to increase 

capacity for long -distance  

collaborative editing and docu-

ment sharing. Expect more 

information on this new tech-

nology for the 2010 Global 

Seminar Program.  

If you have written a new case 

study, please send it to Pro-

gram Staff for archiving and 

posting to the Virtual Library.  

Nobel Laureate Lectures at VSU 

New For 2009: Five Case Studies and More Revisions 

Getting the Word Out: Notable Presentations 
Presented at the North 

American Colleges and 

Teachers of Agriculture 

(NACTA) Conference, June 

10 -13, Logan, UT.  

ñModel Global Seminar for 

Health and the Environ-

ment for Latin and Ameri-

can Medical Education,ò 

Virginia College of Osteo-

pathic Medicine.  

 

Presented at the Consor-

tium for North American 

Higher Education Collabo-

ration (CONAHEC) Confer-

ence, October 8 -10, Mon-

terrey, Mexico.  

Please send information about 

your Global Seminar events, 

presentations and papers to 

Global Seminar program staff, 

along with a copy of the  

presentation for archiving. We  

support and encourage your 

endeavors to share the  

programôs story around the 

world!  

The Global Seminar story was 

shared around the world last 

year. Notable program presen-

tations include:  

ñPartnerships Between 

1862 and 1890 Institutions 

for Developing Model Case 

Studies on Food Safety 

and Human Nutrition,ò 

Virginia State University, 

Virginia Tech, Florida A&M 

University, Elizabeth City 

State University.  

 

Global Seminar Research and Affiliated Activities 
Several Global Seminar students, 

faculty and/or clusters have received 

notable accolades in 2008. One such 

accolade goes to Eric Sutherland, 

VCOM student and Global Seminar 

participant with the Medical Schools 

Cluster, who placed first in the 

American Osteopathic Association  

 (AOA) student poster and presenta-

tion competition among 99 entries at 

the National Convention in Las Ve-

gas. The AOA represents more than 

61,000 physicians, and approxi-

mately 7,000 members attended the 

convention this year. Sutherlandôs 

Poster, ñTelesonography 

 Adoption and Use to Improve the 

Standard of Patient Care within the 

Dominican Republic,ò highlighted key 

findings from his research at the 

VCOM Veron Clinic in the Dominican 

Republic. Sutherland is in his first 

year of residency and completing 

work for his PhD.  

Global Seminar Participants at a 

Case Study Writing Workshop in 

Punta Cana, Dominican Republic  

Global Seminar 2008: News and Updates  



The New Virtual 

Library allows you 

to upload and edit 

case studies  

whenever itõs  

convenient for 

you. 
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In 2009, the Global Seminar will 

be using Blackboard courses 

sponsored by Cornell University. 

Clusters taking advantage of this 

offer include:  

-Cluster 1  

-Cluster 2  

-Cluster 4  

-Cluster 6  

Please review the Blackboard 

course site for your cluster and 

ensure that you have full access 

to tools and capacity to upload 

information to the site. If your 

cluster does not currently use 

the Global Seminar blackboard 

and would like a site, please 

email program staff with your 

request.  

Global Seminar staff have up-

loaded relevant case studies to 

each Clusterôs course site where 

possible. Please review to ensure 

that your cluster has all neces-

sary materials.  

If you will not be using the Global 

Seminar Blackboard account and 

have not yet notified program 

staff, please do so by emailing 

Jessica , so that your course can 

be archived.  

 

For new instructors/students:  

 

In order to use the Global Semi-

nar Blackboard account, you will 

need to request a Guest ID from 

Cornell Universityôs Blackboard 

System.  

Please refer to page 5 for detailed 

instructions regarding how to ob-

tain a Guest ID.  

When you have completed these 

steps and received your Guest ID 

through Cornell, please email  

Jessica with names, User IDs and 

status (instructor, student) of new 

members to enroll.  

dures, management, research 

and development, and program 

communications.  

 

To access the protected con-

tent available on the Global 

Seminar website, click ñAccess 

Global Seminar Contentò on the 

left sidebar and enter the User 

ID: globalseminar and the 

Password: globe3717. Please 

point prospective Global Semi-

nar partner institutions to the 

program website for compre-

hensive program information. 

Global Seminar program staff 

have updated the Global Semi-

nar website, viewable at 

www.globalseminar.org.  

New features include  

improved organization, charts, 

sample case studies and video 

clips, individual pages for each 

clusterôs information, program 

announcements, and password -

protected content for Global 

Seminar members, including 

sections for policies and proce-

All partners are welcome to 

make use of background and 

program materials for pro-

gram development at home 

institutions.  

Program staff request that 

individual clusters develop 

material to fill their pages on 

the website. Cluster Coordina-

tors, please send this infor-

mation as it is convenient.  

  

Blackboard @ Cornell 

New Program Website: www.globalseminar.org 

Global Seminar Virtual Library 

Follow these instructions to 

access the Virtual Library:  

1.  Email Jessica  with the 

name and email address of 

any user and note desired 

status (view -only or up-

date privileges).  

2.  Once you receive a confir-

mation email from Jessica 

indicating that you have 

been registered on the 

site, point your browser to 

the Cornell Confluence web 

link and click the ñLog Inò 

button on the top right 

of the page.  

3.  Click the ñForgot Pass-

word?ò link and then 

enter your email address 

under ñUser ID.ò A pass-

word will be emailed to 

you.  

4.  After a successful log - in, 

access Global Seminar 

pages by scrolling down 

to the appropriate link.  

The Global Seminar Virtual  

Library of Case Studies and  

related resources has changed 

locations and is now housed at 

Cornell Universityôs Confluence 

site. The web link for the Vir-

tual Library is now:  

https://confluence.cornell.edu  

In order to access the library, 

you will need to be registered 

as a user and receive a pass-

word from Cornell University.  

 

Global Seminar 2009: Technology Manual  

Check the new Global Seminar 

Website for program updates, 

briefs, background material, 

communications resources and 
other useful tools.  

For instructions on 

how to obtain a 

Blackboard Guest 

ID from Cornell, 

see page 5  

mailto:jmuller@vcom.vt.edu
mailto:jmuller@vcom.vt.edu


consider your travel budgets and schedules for 

June and July of 2009.  

Staff are also planning alternative options to ensure 

that Global Seminar members can still meet to ex-

change ideas and plan program development in the 

case of insufficient finances. Alternatives include a 

virtual seminar for each cluster.  

Plans are in the works for the 2009 Annual Con-

ference, proposed to take place at Elsenburg 

College, Cape Town. Global Seminar Program 

Staff are conducting an assessment to deter-

mine viability and financial feasibility, as well as 

level of interest for the 2009 Conference. Staff 

will circulate a survey within the next two 

weeks, along with an estimate package. Please 

Annual Conference 2009: Cape Town, South Africa 

Phone: 540-231-6862 

Phone: 540-231-6204 

Fax: 540-231-8846 

Email: gseminar@vt.edu 

Web Address: 

globalseminar.org 

How to Obtain a Blackboard Guest ID from Cornell University:  

1.  For instructors already in Blackboard, your user names have been changed to the firstname.lastname format that the GuestID sy ste m requires. Use your 

old password, it is still valid.  

2.  New instructors and students not previously enrolled in Blackboard will need a Blackboard account:  

3.  Fill out the GuestID registration form, and your GuestID and Blackboard accounts will be created automatically. The instructi ons  for filling out the form 

are available at:  

 https://guestid.cit.cornell.edu/reg/register.cfm  

4.  Near the beginning of the form, it says that ñyour instructor will tell you the name and password to use to access the formò. The name and password to 

use and to tell your students to use are the following (all lower case):  

Name: blackboard  

Password: getguestid  

There will be a place to ñSelect Course Informationò - for Global Seminar, select ñOtherò. 

5.  You will receive an email from Cornell acknowledging your request. It will ask you to activate your account by following a li nk provided in the email. At 

the activation page, you will be asked to provide the month and day of your birth, then press a button labeled ñActivate GuestID ò. 

6.  You will receive a second email confirmation when your ID has been entered into the Blackboard system. This will take up to t wo business days.  

Remember to email Jessica (jmuller@vcom.vt.edu) with the user names of students you would like assigned to your group .  
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Program Developments: 2009  

Location for Global  

Seminar Conference 2009: 

Cape Town, South Africa  

Global Seminar Newsletter Volume 1 Issue 1: January 2009  

Program Director: Dean Sutphin, PhD  

Newsletter Editor: Jessica Muller, Manager  

Honduran dignitaries visit VCOM  

Medical School Cluster Enters Second Year 

The Medical School Cluster, comprised of the 

Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine, Uni-

versidad Nacional Autonoma de Honduras, 

Universidad Evangelica de El Salvador, and 

Instituto Tecnologico de Santo Domingo in the 

Dominican Republic, is holding its second 

Global Seminar course in 2009. The Global 

Seminar would like to acknowledge the efforts 

of key cluster faculty who worked to initiate 

and ensure the success of the Medical School 

Cluster: Dr. Dixie Tooke -Rawlins, Dean of the 

Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine; Dr. 

Renato Valenzuela, Dean of the Faculty of  

Medical Sciences at Universidad Nacional 

Autonoma de Honduras; Dr. Victor 

Segura, President of the Universidad 

Evangelica de El Salvador, along with Dr. 

Luis Gonzalez Molina, Vice President of 

Investigations and Dr. Alvaro Pleites 

Moran, Dean of the Medical College; Dr. 

Raymundo Jimenez, Dean of Health at the 

Instituto Tecnologico de Santo Domingo, 

along with Dr. Miguel Escala, Rector. The 

Global Seminar would also like to acknowl-

edge the efforts of key medical faculty 

assisting with implementation in each   

Global Seminar  

Virginia College of  

Osteopathic Medicine  

2265 Kraft Drive  

Blacksburg VA 24060  

Country: Dr. Xiomara Erazo, Honduras; 

Dr. Norberto Rojas, Dominican Republic, 

and Dr. Mauro Iglesias, El Salvador.  

https://guestid.cit.cornell.edu/reg/register.cfm

